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HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan) [9.47 pm]: I wanted to congratulate everybody involved in the 
very successful completion of the Perth Airport and freight access project. The project has delivered a really safe 
and more efficient transport network around Perth Airport and the freight and industrial areas of Kewdale and 
Forrestfield. The project began in 2013 and the full scope of the works was completed by the end of the first 
quarter of 2016. It was opened on 12 April 2016 by the Prime Minister, the state transport minister, 
Hon Dean Nalder, and the federal transport minister, Hon Darren Chester; many other members of Parliament 
were there to celebrate the very successful project. It was completed ahead of the planned consolidation of the 
domestic and international Perth Airport terminals, which was an important milestone for that project. The 
project is valued at around about $1 billion and is the largest road project undertaken to date in Perth. The federal 
government contributed $676 million and the state government $310 million. 

The Gateway WA project, as it is referred to, is a stunning success in every respect. I use that road nearly every 
day and marvel at how easy and safe it is, and at the pure enjoyment of travelling from Kalamunda to the city 
now that that project has been completed. It will be enjoyed by thousands of people for decades to come. This 
project is a fantastic asset for Western Australia and for all Western Australians. It opens up and make efficient 
one of the state’s most important transport hubs. It is an area in which road, rail and air, and the transportation of 
containers from the wharfs, interact. The project was completed one year ahead of schedule and $30 million 
under budget. The construction of this project was amazing. During construction, the traffic network was 
managed with safety, and at no time were commuters unable to travel through all the component parts of the 
construction and upgrades. 

The project consists of five main interchanges. They are Tonkin Highway–Leach Highway; Tonkin Highway–
Horrie Miller Drive–Kewdale Road; Leach Highway–Abernethy Road; Tonkin Highway–Dunreath Drive; and 
Tonkin Highway–Roe Highway. It is amazing to see how easy it now is to travel through those intersections. 
The new interchange at Tonkin Highway–Leach Highway to improve access to the international airport terminal 
was a major new piece of work for Western Australia. The design of the Leach Highway–Tonkin Highway 
interchange posed particular challenges due to complexities involved with the vertical constraints imposed by 
aviation operations at the adjacent Perth Airport runway. Additionally, because of the high groundwater levels in 
the area, it had to be waterproofed, and reinforced concrete bath structures had to be put in place to take the ramp 
roadways below a section of the new Tonkin Highway–Leach Highway interchange. In all, 6 628 different 
design drawings were created for this project. 

The Leach Highway–Abernethy Road intersection has been upgraded to a grade-separated interchange. This is 
different from what has been done in Perth before. It is a single point urban interchange, or SPUI, as it is referred 
to, that allows all through movements to Abernethy Road, as well as traffic entering and exiting Leach Highway, 
to be controlled by a single set of traffic signals. It enables traffic to travel uninterrupted along Leach Highway 
under Abernethy Road. This SPUI is the first of its kind in Western Australia. However, it means that road users 
need to get used to it and keep in mind the fact that only one set of traffic lights is in operation. People need to be 
mindful of that area and look out for the information that is provided as they go along. 

Apart from the five main interchanges, there was the widening of Tonkin Highway to six lanes between 
Great Eastern Highway and Roe Highway; the upgrade of Leach Highway between Tonkin Highway and 
Orrong Road to expressway standard; the construction of 11 bridges; 21 kilometres of shared paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists; seven kilometres of noise and screen walls; and landscaping. That landscaping is now 
coming to fruition as the over one million plants that were established for this project are starting to grow. The 
project used 4 186 902 tonnes of fill material, and to date 25 000 cubic metres of waste has been deferred from 
landfill just for this project. 

At the peak of this project, 1 000 people were engaged on any given day. Gateway WA was the alliance partner 
with Main Roads WA. The alliance compromised five industry leaders: CPB Contractors, formerly 
Leighton Contractors; Georgiou; GHD; AECOM; and BGC. These five groups worked to share the vision, 
values and mission of the project. Their vision, values and mission covered safety, quality, timeliness, cost, and 
satisfaction by users, and of course their own reputations and the reputations of everybody involved in the 
project. So good was their work together that in 2015, the Gateway WA project was chosen as the winner of the 
best workplace safety and health management system in Western Australia, and at the 2015 Waste Authority 
Awards, Gateway was chosen as the winner of the business category for its commitment to waste minimisation 
in the project. 

Through the use of technology, including a real-time traffic map and 11 variable message signs, or VMSs, traffic 
was monitored so that the project network could operate as efficiently as possible. Although the project aimed to 
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minimise disruption to motorists throughout the construction period, as I have mentioned, the safety of the 
project’s employees and the local community was paramount. For that reason, the measures that were 
implemented throughout the project’s road network included general signage, variable speed signs, auto flaggers, 
barrier guards, and truck-mounted attenuators. I repeat that at no time was I unable to get through any part of 
those roadworks so long as I was paying attention to the work involved. It was remarkable to see that project 
unfold. As I have said, the project won two awards—a 2015 Work Safety WA Award, and a 2015 Waste 
Authority WA Award. 

Another important aspect of this project, which I think is commendable, is the level of community engagement 
involved. Twenty thousand residents were kept informed directly at all times about the work that was taking 
place. In developing the project master plan, the comments and ideas raised by stakeholders and the community 
helped to identify local needs and preferences and guide the assessment of issues and options developed by the 
project team. Stakeholders and community opinion influenced a number of key project decisions relating to the 
road design, access arrangements, environmental management, amenity for pedestrians and cyclists, and urban 
design aesthetics for the gateway to Western Australia. The project team also worked collaboratively with 
Main Roads, the City of Belmont, the Shire of Kalamunda and Perth Airport to ensure that the views and 
knowledge of local residents and businesses continued to be taken into account throughout the project. 

The Gateway project is a stunning success. I have not gone on to talk about the artworks; I might have to do that 
tomorrow night. The project was ahead of time, under budget, ambitious, and challenging. It has won a safety 
award and a waste minimisation award, and it has ensured continuity of traffic flows throughout. I offer my 
congratulations to the retiring director general of Transport, Reece Waldock, for a fantastic job. 
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